March 15, 2022

that the Ukrainians have. In conjunc-
tion with transferring anti-air systems
and aircraft, we need to continue to
provide Stingers and enhancements to
them.

All can be useful in shooting down
the Russian fighters and the missiles
that are raining bombs on innocent
Ukraine civilians and causing so much
needless death and destruction. We
must find ways to quickly provide
Ukraine with more armed drones, such
as the Turkish TB2, which the Ukrain-
ians know how to use and have been
devastatingly effective on the battle-
field already.

HEspecially now that Congress has
passed the omnibus spending bill with
a bump-up for defense and specific ad-
ditional security systems for Ukraine
and higher drawdown authority for the
President, there can be no excuse for a
gap in the flow of arms to Ukraine. We
want to be sure that this is seamless.
As we complete one tranche of help to
Ukraine, there cannot be a gap before
we do another. We must move more
quickly. Ukraine needs this help. It is
a matter of hours and days, not a mat-
ter of weeks or months.

In addition to the items mentioned
above, this also means more anti-tank
Javelin missiles but also small arms,
munitions, body armor, communica-
tions equipment, anti-tank, mining,
anti-ship weapons, and more so the
brave Ukrainian soldiers can continue
to protect their country and their citi-
zZens.

Before I talk about the second part of
this, which is the humanitarian side of
this effort, I would like to ask my col-
leagues, whom I see are here on the
floor with me, if they have any com-
ments particularly about what Ukraine
needs right now in terms of military
assistance to be able to be effective or
other comments that they might have.

Mr. WICKER. Would the gentleman
yield?

Mr. PORTMAN. The gentleman will
yield.

Mr. WICKER. And perhaps we can
proceed in colloquy form.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAs-
SAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
thank my dear friend from Ohio, and I
see that we have been joined by my
friend from Connecticut.

We did have a bipartisan American
delegation in Poland and on the
Ukrainian border this weekend. I don’t
recommend, for tourism purposes, a
weekend trip to Eastern Europe and
back. It is pretty hard on the anatomy.
But I think we flew the colors for the
United States, for the U.S. Senate, and
made a bipartisan point.

And my colleagues can speak for
themselves about exactly where they
come down on these issues, but it was
clear from the statements we made
that the United States can do more and
should be doing more.

And I call on the administration to-
night to listen to the learned words of
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the distinguished Senator from Ohio.
Yes, I support the MiGs from Poland
and from other Eastern European coun-
tries. I think the debate got awfully
heightened. I don’t know why we need-
ed to have an international discussion
among allies about that rather than
just do it. And maybe that should be a
lesson to us on other decisions, which I
hope we are about to make, but there
are certainly other weapons that we
can facilitate in delivering.

Does it make any sense to say that
smaller weapons delivered from the
United States are OK to fire against
the Russian aggressors in Putin’s war,
but more effective MiG aircraft from
NATO somehow would be escalatory?

Listen, our friends are in a war
against the remaining dictator and ty-
rant on the face of the Earth; and if we
are not willing—as we are not—to get
involved directly in that war, yes, we
ought to give our friends the weapons
they need to win.

Let me say this: I hear debate in the
newspaper and on the media—even
today—about an off-ramp, what Putin
would agree to, to simply quit fighting:
If we give him some of the territory
that he thinks he has already con-
quered, Ukraine would get to have part
of their country, and everything would
be OK. It makes me feel like, somehow,
I have been transported to 1938 and
1939, hearing talk about what Adolf
Hitler might agree to, to avoid a world
war.

Madam President, it is my under-
standing that the distinguished major-
ity leader has a unanimous consent re-
quest, and I am willing to defer our de-
bate at this point to accommodate
some administrative matters that need
to be taken care of.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
want to thank my friend and colleague
from Mississippi, as well as my friend
and colleague from Ohio and from Con-
necticut.

We have one very important unani-
mous consent request that I will men-
tion now and ask that unanimous con-
sent request and then do the other ones
as well. It will take a few minutes, and
I appreciate that.

————

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONDEMNING THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION, PRESIDENT
VLADIMIR PUTIN, MEMBERS OF
THE RUSSIAN SECURITY COUN-
CIL, THE RUSSIAN ARMED
FORCES, AND RUSSIAN MILI-
TARY COMMANDERS FOR COM-
MITTING ATROCITIES, INCLUD-
ING ALLEGED WAR CRIMES,
AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF
UKRAINE AND OTHERS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, in
a few minutes, we will pass a resolu-
tion, S. Res. 546, condemning the Rus-
sian Federation, condemning Vladimir
Putin, and expressing the sense of the
Senate condemning the Russian Fed-
eration, Putin, and members of Rus-
sian security council, Russian Armed
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Forces, and Russian military com-
manders for committing atrocities, al-
leged war crimes against the people of
Ukraine.

It has been 19 days—19 long, bloody
days since the war erupted on the Eu-
ropean continent. Today, all of us in
this Chamber join together as Demo-
crats and Republicans to say that
Vladimir Putin cannot escape account-
ability for the atrocities committed
against the Ukrainian people. The leg-
islation passing today, championed by
Senator GRAHAM, sends an unmistak-
able message that the United States
stands with Ukraine, stands against
Putin, and stands with all efforts to
hold Putin accountable for the atroc-
ities levied upon the Ukrainian people.

Putin is not winning militarily, so
now, this evil man is trying to win by
massacring civilians, massacring ba-
bies, parents, the elderly, pregnant
women, shooting at hospitals, sending
missiles to hospitals, apartment build-
ings, et cetera—just as he did in Syria,
just as he did in Chechnya—wiping out
the civilian population in hopes of win-
ning.

But in his monomaniacal hubris,
Putin has severely underestimated the
Ukrainian people. Every time an inno-
cent Ukrainian is killed, the resolve of
the Ukrainian people grows stronger.
And we stand with them.

We have all seen the images, heard
the stories, and watched the videos of
the reality of this awful war. Hun-
dreds—maybe even thousands—of civil-
ians have been killed, as I said, from
the elderly all the way down to babies
not even a month old. These atrocities
deserve to be investigated for war
crimes.

Entire cities with hundreds of thou-
sands of people have been left with no
water, no power, no connection to the
outside world. Unable to overtake
Ukraine in a quick strike, Russian
forces seem to be openly targeting sites
that have little military significance.

Today, I am proud to ask unanimous
consent and ask all of my colleagues to
support today’s legislation condemning
Putin’s atrocities and supporting ef-
forts to hold him accountable before
the eyes of the entire world.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. Res 546, submitted
earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 546) expressing the
sense of the Senate condemning the Russian
Federation, President Vladimir Putin, mem-
bers of the Russian Security Council, the
Russian Armed Forces, and Russian military
commanders for committing atrocities, in-
cluding alleged war crimes, against the peo-
ple of Ukraine and others.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further
debate on the resolution.



S1186

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the question is on
adoption of the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have several more wrap-ups.

Would the Senator from Mississippi
indulge me?

Mr. WICKER. Absolutely.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
thank the Senator once again. He is al-
ways courteous. Even when we dis-
agree, he is very courteous.

Mr. WICKER. Which is often.

Mr. SCHUMER. Which—I hasten to
add for his sake—is often.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

546) was

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 420, 421, 423, 425, 730,
472, and 784; that the Senate vote on
the nominations en bloc without inter-
vening action or debate; that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate; that any
statements related to the nominations
be printed in the RECORD; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions, and the Senate
resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the following nomi-
nations en bloc: Kinan Azmeh, of New
York, to be a Member of the National
Council on the Arts for a term expiring
September 3, 2024; Constance Hess Wil-
liams, of Pennsylvania, to be a Member
of the National Council on the Arts for
a term expiring September 3, 2026;
Christopher Kaui Morgan, of Maryland,
to be a Member of the National Council
on the Arts for a term expiring Sep-
tember 3, 2024; Jake Shimabukuro, of
Hawalii, to be a Member of the National
Council on the Arts for a term expiring
September 3, 2024; Kathryn Kahrs Mat-
thew, of South Carolina, to be a Mem-
ber of the National Council on the Hu-
manities for a term expiring January
26, 2026; Rachel Jacobson, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Army; and Beth Van
Schaack, of California, to be Ambas-
sador at Large for Global Criminal Jus-
tice?
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The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

——————

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Senate Committee on Armed
Services, pursuant to the provisions of
Public Law 117-81, appoints the fol-
lowing individuals to serve as members
of the Congressional Commission on
the Strategic Posture of the United
States: The Honorable Jon Kyl of Ari-
zona and The Honorable Lisa Gordon-
Hagerty of Florida.

—————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, tomorrow, March
16, at 11:45 a.m., the Senate vote on the
motion to invoke cloture on Executive
Calendar No. 656, the nomination of
Jacqueline Corley, and on the motion
to invoke cloture on Executive Cal-
endar No. 738, the nomination of Fred
Slaughter; further, at 3 p.m., the Sen-
ate vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Calendar No. 682, the nomina-
tion of Ruth Montenegro, and the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on Calendar No.
678, the nomination of Victoria Cal-
vert; that if cloture is invoked on any
of these nominations, the Senate vote
on confirmation at a time to be deter-
mined by the majority leader or des-
ignee following consultation with the
Republican leader; finally, that the re-
maining cloture motions ripen at a
time to be determined by the majority
leader or designee following consulta-
tion with the Republican leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
16, 2022

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
March 16; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session and resume consid-
eration of the Corley nomination; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed during Wednesday’s session, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of Senators, the first rollcall votes of
the day will begin at 11:45 a.m.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators PORTMAN, WICKER, and
BLUMENTHAL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

UKRAINE

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
thank the distinguished majority lead-
er for working with the distinguished
minority leader and with Senator GRA-
HAM for bringing this important legis-
lation to the floor tonight.

It says what many of us have been
saying for a long time and which I wish
the President of the United States, our
Commander in Chief, would explicitly
say tonight or tomorrow: that Vladi-
mir Putin is a serial war criminal and
that he should be investigated by the
war crimes authorities internationally,
brought to justice, and made to pay
not only for his genocide and war
crimes of the last 22 weeks but also for
Aleppo and Grozny and the tens of
thousands—tens of thousands—of inno-
cent civilians that he has killed by his
desires out of some other century to
conquer his neighbors.

I was mentioning 1938 and 1939. When
Hitler went into the Sudetenland, he
told naive Western governments: That
will be the end of it. If we get that, we
will have peace in our time.

And some leaders of the allies were
convinced that that was true.

Vladimir Putin hasn’t even said he is
going to stop with Ukraine. So who in
the world thinks that if he gets away
with this, he will stop there? I don’t be-
lieve he will, and here is why: Not only
Aleppo, not only Grozny, but this is a
man who, without question, poisons his
political opponents. When they leave
the country to get medical treatment,
he causes them to be charged for
breaking the terms of their parole and
puts them in prison. That is his polit-
ical opponent, Mr. Navalny, who had
the temerity to be a candidate for
President against Mr. Putin.

We are talking about the Vladimir
Putin who authorizes the assassination
of former members of the Russian Gov-
ernment because they have the temer-
ity to oppose him. We are talking
about the very same person in Vladi-
mir Putin who jails persons for years
and years who dare to oppose him or
disagree with him publicly, who in-
vents enormous lies and gets some peo-
ple even in the West to believe it when
he ©broadcasts the enormous lies
through his monopoly of the media.
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